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ABSTRACT 

             The XIX century was not only a turning point for the developing of England and, at the same time it 

was the most obviously period which was full of much contradictions and inequalities too.  The conservative 

empress, the multidimensional woman's challenges, the different classes layers that people who were applying 

to all directions to survive themselves.  

In this paper will be discussed the women status and the female viewpoint and reasons in the Victorian 

period, no matter which issues will be reviewed. Likewise, herein, will consider the concept of the women’s 

life and their labour rates on society, and also, will be revealing their passive and obedient thoughts and 

exposing of women’s intensive exploitation in this long historical processes. 

Although, the country was ruled by a woman nearly a hundered years, it is an actual fact that, all 

Victorian women had to live their lives under the brutal living conditions. Society never accepted them 

according to their women importance and success, but always are used to seeing them because they were born 

as a woman and, therefore, they were accustomed to see themselves in the lattest row of Victorian period. 

Keywords: contradictions,  blind reaction, intensive exploitation, historical processes, Victorian Period, 

brutal living conditions,  different classes 
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I. Introductıon 

 XIX century was opened a new era in the British history especially, in the field of revolutions and in 

the industrial sectors, but the more important influence was the in different points of view in respect to the 

women. In this paper will be discussed the women status and the female viewpoint and reasons in the 

Victorian period, no matter which issues will be reviewed. Likewise, herein, will consider the concept of the 

women’s life and their labour rates on society, and also, will be revealing of their passive and obedient 

thoughts and exposing of women’s intensive exploitation in this long historical processes. 

According to the most of the world’s politicians, the Queen Victoria was one of the very serious and 

authoriative leader in the British history. The most important goal in her life is to own of her country, to keep 

the monarchy and the state in well, and whatever happenes, she had to raise the country’s status on the world 

level. But, there were so many people even among the government officials, those who never accepted her 

political personality as the basic condition of the capitalism. And insomuch as, the most of the time, they tried 

to introduced her as an individual ’’who always obeys to her husband and as a mother of good children’’. 

Generally, according such as to these factors, Victoria shows more attention to the problems of marriage and 

love and in spite of all women problems in Britain, she wanted them to benefit from all women’s rights in the 

female traditions. 

 But there was also another reason that also has been marked in the XIX century. However, it was the 

fact that, her coming to Dynasty was the due the noble generation and in these respect, she was obliged to 

achieve an unprecedented progress and econimic status in the first instance for her country, and then, for her 

domination. In addition, the Queen has accepted all these responsibilities as in terms of morality and social 

order. 

On the other hand, this period also has covered by the very rigid class distinctions. Women were 

already obliged only with childbirth and the households. Social irresponsibilities have reached its extremely 

ironic degree. Religion pressures, inequalities, and unholy marriages all these were even more evil. Whatever 

happens, these conditions were not enough to keep the people alive in life. There were lots of needs for the 

making one another alternative changes in order to gain in people’s lives, ecpesially for the women. And in 

this respect, Victoria began to carry out some unprecedented reforms in English history. 

And from another perspective, these reforms have led to the preparation of many juridical regulations 

for the Britain’s Middle class. Together with this reforms, Britain’s middle class - especially the men won the 

right to vote. But the voiting was not very effective for women as always, and though still, they also has 

gained some authority like this in these elections. For example; 

1.In a marriage and in divorce the women won the right in the recognition of some basic çivil rights 

during their marriage; 

            2. The granting of the giving the equal rights of the use of goods and properties which they won 

together during their marriage; 

3. In ordet to get the high education;  

4. The reducing of working hours. 
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Even so, despite all these improvements, the charges and labor of females strength always has been 

lower than the men and therefore, the women were exposed to intense exploitation, in spite of they were 

working under the very extreme conditions. 

However, the number of female managers in the UK has never been so much, but Victoria was the 

honor of being one of the most important and noble in the history of this country. As the result of these 

assessments values, such as the formation of the economic growth, the protection of family principles, 

domestic and welfare civilization Victoria has earned the title of” Viktorian spirituality’’ by her own people. 

As a woman she didn’t have too encyclopedic knowledge, but as a Queen, was very successful in his post. As 

a mission as in all matters, the country and the monarchy was standing in front row, and as justly, has chosen 

only what is right for England. She has been made an internal and external reforms for the formation to the 

Britain in a large scale and expanded of her own territories. And with thus, she has turned England in a very 

strong and powerful imperia. At this point, the Queen has created of a female monarch image in an invincible 

power with this wealth both in England, as well as, in all over the World. 

As a result, that said that the concept of women and women's rights has gained the great importance 

especially in the XIX th century in Britain. Although, this period, is not completely became a legal redgulation 

of women’s struggle in itself in England, on the other hand the female vibration has played a great impulse 

worthy of its own. But the another reason is the so much spreading of the women ideology during this perod -  

it was a serious step in the freedom of the Victorian women. However, as to protect the interest in every issues 

of British people, she also was showing a great interest to the problems of religion, morality and the woman 

issues. This format was not only the problem for Victoria,  if this problem sometimes defined incorrectly in 

the social life of British society even, the issue of  “women’s self-rotation” was the main branches of 

Victoria’s domination in the nineteenth century. The British society has reunite of its real and true definition 

of women only thanks to Queen Victoria. And she tried have to be in a state of democratic eguality of the 

Britain as her last breath. 

 

In the XIX century, England was not only the strong flow of Realism,  it has also been very different 

period the development of equal rights, a different view of women life and the human realities. Espicially, this 

period has gone unregulated stages for the women, even though, the women also were trying to show the same 

services in society as men. This process significantly showed itself in anywhere: in their social life, in literary 

progresses and, even in political thoughts. 

No doubt that, ethics and society, woman and the scandalous queen, all these have been one of the 

most fundamental principles and the antagonist character of this period: plus fast-changing masses and day 

after day industrializing England, particularly without being any needs and any missing from somewhere else. 

But, to live and to see the “women’s ugliness” inside the actual realities,  which they were available, the 

women who throwing themselves into the abyss in order to continue their lives and it was the most different 

and more sailent approaching concept and real status of the period. And without thinking, we can say that 

postcolonialism regime never be happy with this misery. 
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II. Blind Reaction 

This is an undeniable fact that, the most powerful “women movement” was carried out in England in 

the mid period, if we valued this period’s conditions and properties from a historical perspectives. But if we 

analyze the real characteristics of Victoria as Queen, step by step the emergence of a female model is coming 

into the eyes in various aspect. On the basis of Martyn Bennet’s (1991), thoughts: “… she was both 

submissively feminine as well as dominant, traits which developed in response to her role as wife and mother 

on the one hand, and, on the other, her position as the heart of the Empire” (p.261). The women’s status, 

discrimination and inequalities of women has most developed and more discussed during the Middle Ages. 

But in this period, especially in a very large scale,  British goverment were able to reveal the solution of “ 

women problem” under the influence of the women’ liberation. 

In any case, whether, we actually think the nineteenth century as a bourgeois Britain, the first name 

comes to our mind that was Queen Victoria who has dominated this era too long a time.  Even though, 

Victoria seemed very simple and fairly ordinry at her first image as a young girl, but she has ownership on the 

British throne over 64 years as a Queen from 1837 untill her death 1901. 

But who was the Queen Victoria?  

Why monarchy has preferred her moral than politics?  

 Indeed, Victoria as the empress, she became the Queen of “revolutions and reforms”during her entire 

period and she was a symbol of Britain, and with her “England became the world’s wealthiest nation and, 

through the creation and expansion of the British Empire, its dominant colonial power” (Holt, Rınehart and 

Wınston, 2004, p. 600). in this historical process. Since she has a very long time to the British throne, Victoria 

has joined to every conditions and qualifications of the period and in real sense, she also has participated in all 

rapidly changing legal positions and in various economic activities as a mission. The family had brought 

Victoria to the rules of British monarchy, how the English people want to see her, and, she was well educated- 

how to behave with people, with her nation. 

However, the nineteenth century Britain was not only the prosperous and good living style for the high 

layer classes. At the same time, together with the positive aspects of Dynasty there were also the blind 

reactions and negative sides. Along with other tendencies, people, even were acted more hypocritical, they 

were considered themselves to be too dependent on money, in any case, some people of the society always 

criticized of art, people, especially the women.  

Most of time, lots of writers and poets, even the upper class of monarchy often criticized these 

inequalities and moreover, they cruelly try to link all these injustice directly with Queen.  

The great British novelist D.H.Lawrence seemed these uglinesses like this “Although perhaps nobody 

knew it, it was uglines which really betrayed the spirit of man in the Nineteenth Century. The human soul 

needs beauty more than bread” (Urgan 2003, p. 948). Accordind to Lawrence these troubles were not only for 

the low people, at the same time it also applies to high classes, as he stated “Victorian England was, in 

Lawrence's view, unsatisfactory; he regarded the society of that period as lifeless and artificial. He saw the 

barriers between classes as obstacles to real, living relationships between people, and Christianity” (Goris 

2001, p. 68). 
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However, the others, who had been considered about the moral order and the right of society much 

earlier than D.H.Lawrence. In Britain Carlyle’s achievement has generally been defined by the social critique 

of “Past and Present”.According to Thomas Carlyle (1995), “how in the late 11 th century it was rescued from 

anarchy by the strong rule of Abbot Samson, caught Carlyle's imagination as he toured the misery and 

unemployment of that same district in the early 1840s” (p. 16). 

 

III. Brutal Living Condition – Child Labor And Women 

As we said above, the first ten years of Victorian throne on British Empire never has been 

heartwarming for the Britain and the British. The country was completely collapsed, whether economic or in 

the case of social status. The unemployment rate was the highest level in almost, but Victoria was trying to 

protect the invardness of the Dynasty and the economic stability of Great Britain both at the same time. Even 

later, people will remembered this period as a “ problems period”. The Queen was very conservative in state 

affairs. She was forced to raise the econımic status of her country, and also, as well as, for her domination. 

Victoria has achieved an unprecedented progress as in state spectrum; both in economic and in political 

affairs. She was brought up in royal family, and, the love and the power for her nation has been inhabited her 

by the descendant of the king. And therefore, her first role was to protect the honor and reputation of 

monarchy and the British. 

In this respect, Victoria began to perform England’s industrialization policy in the first instance. 

Although, in terms of capitalist relations, England, already has made some of its bourgeois and industrial 

reform in a world, a little earlier. For e.g. After the first railway of Britain in 1825, the railroad industry even 

more expanded between the years 1838-1848. The using of first cargo ship was in the UK (but first produced 

in US), the cereals laws were softened, reduced the cost shipping, transportation and together with all these the 

commercial sector has begun to rise more and more. Even if in other areas according to H.E. Stowell (1970), 

“In a different sphere, however, the increasing use of steam power and the furher development of machinery 

were preparing Britain for its own revolution” (p. 110 ). 

Undoubtedly, Britons sees and realizing of their countries rapidly rising and the effects of the financial 

sectors instantly and they have been very satisfied with this situation in itself, and, therefore, they were 

approaching to the Queen with admiration. 

But despite this, the British still has need for more democratic reforms for a long time. Social 

conditions and brutal life was ongoing in anywhere. Especially, children’s and women’s life were too 

intolerable. Child’s labor was exploited by the capitalists. ”The working class and lower middle class still did 

not have the right to vote, and the hardships they suffered in nineteenth-centry industrial society were still 

waiting for redress”(Holt, Rınehart and Wınston 2004)  and in order, to achive the solution of this problem, in 

1840s the working class has created the “ Chartists” as the political workers party under the extreme 

conditions and demands, first in the world. After the “People’s Charter” in 1867, more recent reforms began to 

pass one after another against the colonialism. These reforms have already started of their best impact to the 

people’s lives.  If the 26% children were working under very severe condition in England in 1840-1861 years, 

and this number has reduced to 7% in 1871. This rate was taken into consideration the most over the rural 

children and women. The average age of the children would be between 9-15 ages. It show that,”child workers 
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were employed only in small numbers. After the 1870s the employment of child labour appears to cease 

altogether” (Verdon, 2002, p. 116). 

And from another perspective, these reforms have led to the preparation of many juridical regulations 

for theBritain’s Middle class. Together with this reforms, Britain’s middle class - especially the men won the 

right to vote. But the voiting was not very effective for women as always, and though still, they also has 

gained some authority like this in these elections. For example; 

In a marriage and in divorce the women won the right in the recognition of some basic çivil rights 

during their marriage; 

            The granting of the giving the equal rights of the use of goods and properties which they won together 

during their marriage; 

In ordet to get high education;  

The reducing of working hours. 

 

IV. The Great Abyss Between Two Sexes 

 

We divided these diferences in two spheres: in Literary spheres and in Social spheres; 

In Literary spheres: 

 

In the Victorian England, especially London, has turned into the most advanced science, cultural and 

industrial city of the world. As a rule, the Literature of this period has measured of its imaginative thoughts 

under the ruling glance yet, in the beginning of the period. A number of writers, art figures and other different 

professions didn’t want to come up against of monarchy. Why? Because of people were seeing how much 

authority has gained monarchy since the first quarter of the nineteenth century, whether political, as well as in 

other areas. And of course, with this mind, some brain – minded were the idea that they created a great support 

of Britan’s the highest level in order. 

This movements were descrbed by two public senses;  

in optimism and in positivism, “ however, the nineteenth century was also a century of paradoxes and 

uncertainties” (Carter and Mcrae, 1997, p. 272). But although, many Victorian writers named the women 

even,“ narrow-minded” or “philistine”,in their writings, on the other hand, others did not hesitate to give the 

values of women in society. “Women writers were expected to write the kinds of novel which Ceorge Eliot 

was to condemn in an essay as “Silly novels by Lady Novelists”- the sub-genres of romance, fantasy and 

sensation”. ( Carter and Mcrae, 1997, p. 289). At the same time, the Bronte sisters, Charlotte, Emily, Anne 

Bronte, and other figurative writers,” not only contributed much to the grows of the novel, but also to the 

position of women at this time” (Carter and Mcray 1998.). They just did not see the woman as natural, 

because they were born as a woman and rightly, demonstrate them in order, as an extremly, the most 

important individuals in society. But Charles Dickens position on these issues was a little different. Dickens 

scarcely, tried to reveal the specific problem of the bourgeois class in Britain at the beginning of the 

nineteenth century.  
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He had made “very crucial references to the government - for the abolition of death penalty and the 

improvement of living conditions” (Abbasova and Karaca, 2015, p. 13) and sometimes, without doing any 

hesitation, he sharply criticized the harmful rules of Victorian Period. “The upper class has taken the initiative 

years ago. It is they who have put their class in opposition to the country, not the country which put itself in 

opposition to them” (Urgan, 2013, p. 948). 

 

In Social spheres:  

When considering the concerns of the period, you can feel a little bit yourself in the case of negative 

happening of period and the capacity of the women power in society. In all historical processes of the 

Victorian period, the women status also were played a great role in the public, according to each conditions 

and qualifications and it has been very impressive and effective sensitivity approach to the period. In real 

sense, the women have been involved in various economic activities, and began to work together with the 

industrial Revolution in Britain the first. 

But despite all these improvements, the charges of females labor always has been lower than men 

and, therefore, the women were exposed to intense exploitation, in spite of they were working under the very 

extreme conditions. Physical superiority of men over the women was a thinking way in both the social and in 

religious view as well and this preference has been transmitted to nineteenth century as a “heritage” since the 

Middle Ages. It has been very overrated process in Victorian England. 

 But on the other sides, the Queen tried to equalize the rights of men and women, in many issues. And 

with her decision she did not stop the activities of the women's clubs and assosiations in London. She has 

opened up new possibilities for the women… 

Queen was very delicate and extremly principled in the ethical and religious issues too. 

Generally in such factors, the Queen shows more attention to the problems of marriage and love and, 

in spite of all women problems in Britain, she wanted them to benefit from all women’s rights in the female 

traditions. 

As we know, in Victorian period, there was a Puritan attitude against the sexual relation. Sex can be 

pleasurable and physical intimacy action only within marriage that, if it is a gift from God according to 

Puritans ethics codex and opinions. As a word “free ethic”was already completely abolished the opinion of 

which more used by the men in nineteenth century, after the Victorian Revolution, by Queen. 

In this regard, sexual ethic restricted too much, wedlock babies were shame in anywhere,  their 

mothers completely being isolated from the society, but the men were considered only “gulty”  as always.  By 

Jhon Marx “Such men teach women that desire can be both tasteful and a little bit dirty, while showing other 

men that tasteful appreciation is not feminizing but rather represents a robust masculinity” (Marx, 2005, p. 

147). 

On the other hand, all these active and compelling sexual violences were causing a huge scandal in 

society. Entering into the history of agenda together with capitalism, as Victorian Revolution, it has revealed 

some important facts in every sense, both men, as well as for the women: 

Firstly, with the end of Victorian Revolution, the men were more dependent on their wives in the 

sense of sexual enjoyment.(it was already not possible to live with the Purtian’s allegations more).At least, it 

was significantly enough to raise the woman status in society. And so, thereby, there has occurred a serious 
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stage in the liberation of Victorian women and with thus we can say that, it came to the forefront of the 

women’s solution a little. 

On the other side, it has created a desperate situation in a meaningful manner in women’s career and a 

successful family- both together. If the woman and her role becames in a reality in family, it should be a main 

requirements to have any economic resources in the family. Bourne insisted that “Nor could women take time 

to consider their own plight and comprehend how “ squalid” and  “neglected” their lives had become” 

(Bourne, 1955, p. 159). With the revolution, the women for the determination of their own desnity, they 

wanted to go a way which to put of their own history, at least wanted to be in the hands of these rights. And 

wanted to take time to their children to teaching domestic skills, did not want to see  “ the home became a 

place to sleep in, to feed in; not a place in which to try to live well” (Verdon, 2002, p. 199). 

 

CONCLUSION 

The concept of women and women's rights has gained the great importance especially in the 19th 

century in Britain. Although, this period, is not completely became a legal redgulation of women’s struggle in 

itself, on the other hand the female vibration has played a great impulse worthy of its own. But the another 

reason is the so much spreading of the women ideology during this perod -  it was a serious step in the 

freedom of the Victorian women. However, as to protect the interest in every issues of British people, she also 

was showing a great interest to the problems of religion, morality and the woman issues. This format was not 

only the problem for Victoria,  if this problem sometimes defined incorrectly in the social life of British 

society even, the issue of  “women's self-rotation” was the main branches of Victoria’s domination in the 

nineteenth century. The British society has reunite of its real and true definition of women only thanks to 

Queen Victoria. And she tried have to be in a state of democratic eguality of the Britain as her last breath. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



International Journal of Scientific Research and Innovative Technology  ISSN: 2313-3759 Vol. 3 No. 9; September 2016 

 

88 

 

REFERENCES 

Abbasova, Sadagat and Karaca, Harun. (2015). Mastery and Artıstıc Peculıarıtıes of the British 

Bourgeoıs Literature over Charles Dickens’s Novels. Georgia: International Black Sea University. 

Bennett, Martyn. (1991). Illustrared Hıstory of Britain. England: Robert Ditchfield. 

Bourne, George. (1955). Change in the village. London: Duckworth. 

Carlyle, Thomas. (1795-1881). A Bicentenary Exhibit based on the collection at Thomas Cooper 

Library formed by Rodger L. TARR”,16.  University of outh Carolina Libraries. Accesed: 15 December 2015, 

http://library.sc.edu/spcoll/britlit/carlcat.pdf 

Carter, Ronald and McRae, John. (1997). The Rutledge History of Literature in English Britain and 

Ireland, New York: Psychology Press. 

Holt, Rınehat and Wınston. (2004). Adventures in English Literature. USA:  Harcourt Brace & 

Company. Athena Edition. 

Jose, Goris. M.A. Radboud University Nijmegen, The Netherlands. Lawrence. D.H.” Relationships in 

his Early and Major Novels”2001. 

Marx, John. (2005). The Modernist Novel and the Decline of Empire. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Stowell, Helen Elizabeth. (1970). An Introduction to English Literature. London: Longman Group 

Limited. 

Urgan, Mina. (2003). İngiliz Edebiyatı Tarihi. Istanbul: YKY yayınları. 

Verdon, Nicıola. (2002). Rural Women Workers in Nineteenth-Century England: Gender, Work and 

Wages. Geat Britain: The Boydell Press. 

 

  

 

 

 


