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Abstract

War has cost the world so much in terms of loss of human lives and destruction of infrastructures.
The story remains always pathetic for those who are alive to witness the ruins of war and are
dislodged from the comfort of their homes. There are refugees everywhere and according to
UNHCR, in the last 5 years, conflicts have displaced unprecedented numbers of people with
children making up more than half of the world’s refugees. The situation of refugees is worrisome
because it creates not only discomfort to refugees themselves but also to their hosts countries, who
may be faced with host fatigue and cultural bias. Reconciling these realities have become
imperative as wars continue in the world unabated. In view of this, the paper uses the literary work
of Benjamin Zephaniah, Refugee Boy, to critically examine the fact of war as one of the major
causes of migration; host countries’ perception of refugees and the effect of media on refugees. The
paper aims at recommending diversity, inclusiveness and integration as panacea for refugees and
host countries travails.
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Introduction

Migration is a complicated and complex phenomenon. It is multifaceted since it includes both
voluntary and forced movement of people. Human migration is not a new phenomenon. It goes
back to the earliest periods in human history. The phenomenon of migration has been indispensable
to human histories, cultures and civilizations. People are moving from one place to another since
ancient period, which is a continuous international phenomenon resulted due to complex
mechanism, involving social, economic, psychological, political, institutional and other
determinants (Singh 1998: 38).

Many literatures have discussed the first and second wave of human migration, which occurred

from one country to another as well as from one continent to another continent. The world entered
into the age of migration in the 20" century (Samsers and Collyer 2010: 80).
A great wave of migration took place in Europe after World Warl when populations resettled after
the creation of new states following the dissolution of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Another
migration period occurred from 1935 until after the World War II when population movements
occurred inside Europe. Since the fall of Berlin wall on the night of 9" November 1989, the world
has undergone dramatic economic and political changes. The world had become larger overnight.
People are migrating from one end of the world to the other. After the fall of Berlin wall, there
were migrations of Russian Jews to Israel, with the unexpected collapse of the Soviet Union in
1989 which increases their population to 10%, migration of Eastern Germans to the Western part of
Germany giving rise to two million, and the mass migration from rural to urban areas in China in
the mid 1990s (Samsers and Collyer 2010: 87). There has equally been migration of Africans to
other African countries as well as Europe in need of protection under the 1951 Geneva Convention
relating to the Status of Refugee.

The present and third wave is a combination of both voluntary and forced migration made up of

a large section of the world population. In this wave, many are migrating to other countries in
search of greener pastures, good jobs, security and education. Many are forced to leave their
countries because of war, natural disaster and ethnic cleansing. Since 2015, there has been a
massive movement of people from Middle East to Europe. People also move from the South via
Libya to Europe. Many have died at the Atlantic Ocean while some were rescued in the sea.
In recent times, there is tension between migrants and host countries. The host countries have put in
policies to safeguard their communities against invasion of international migrants. There is a well-
established body of economic literature on the impact of migrants on wages, employment or public
spending.

The influx of migrants has become a problem to host communities. The presence of migrants
has become a source of worry to native communities. There is tension in many countries due to
presence of refugees. This paper using the novel Refiigee Boy identifies these problems and
recommends the need for diversity, inclusiveness and integration through which refugees can add
to the economic development of their host countries.
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1. The Face of War in Refugee Boy.
War has always increased the influx of refugees. War has been defined as an organized violence to
achieve political ends (Metz and Cuccia 2011). Studies has shown that war often bring about
migration and produce significant displacement, both within and across national borders. There is
a link between violence and migration (Moore and Shellman 2004: 725). Threat of harm and
instinct to save one’s life and that of the family have been the major reasons people flee their
countries in search of a peaceful abode, where they can live thereby leading to forced migration.
Conflicts are commonly believed to fit into either the interstate (international) or the intra-state
(domestic) categories. The latter is subdivided into inter communal or interethnic and intra
communal or intra-ethnic. The Ethiopia-Eritrea conflict fits in into one of these types. Lata Leenco
(2003: 14) in “The Ethiopia-Eritrea War” states categorically that “border dispute, economic issues,
the divergence of the ideologies of the groups ruling the two entities, differing visions and nature of
state types, the contrast between democracy in one state and authoritarianism in the other, are all
offered as some of the causes of the conflict.
In the novel, Refugee boy, Alem’s father has to bring his son out of Ethiopia to United Kingdom
because of the direct attack inflicted on them during the war between Ethiopia and Eritrea. Alem is
a product of Ethiopia and Eritrea. His father is from Ethiopia, while his mother is from Eritrea. The
two countries are at war, and Alem is welcome in neither place. Alem lives with his parents in
Ethiopia. As the family is sleeping at night, soldiers kick the door open, waving their rifles
erratically and shouting at the top of their voices. Alem runs into the room where his parents are,
only to see that his parents have been dragged out of the bed dressed only in their nightclothes and
are forced to stand facing the wall. The soldier who is in command, goes to Alem’s father and ask
what kind of man he is. Alem looks with terror as the soldier shoots a number of bullets into the
floor around the feet of his father and mother. His mother screams and says “please leave us! We
only want peace”. (Zephaniah: 2017: 1). The soldier raises his voice and asks:
“Are you Ethiopian or Eritrean? Tell us, we want to know. [ am an African, Alem’s mother replied.
The soldier raised his rifle and pointed it at Alem’s mother. You are a traitor. He turned and
pointed the rifle at Alem’s father. And he is the enemy. Then he turned and pointed the rifle at
Alem’s forehead. And he is a mongrel. Turning back to Alem’s mother, he dropped his voice and
said, leave Ethiopia or die” (Ibid: 2)
Alem’s father relocate to Eritrea with his family to the house of his in-laws in Eritrea. The Eritrean
soldiers ask them to leave Eritrea because He is from Ethiopia and is considered as an enemy.

War between nations have caused many people into forced migration. The Eritrean-
Ethiopian war of 1998-2000 was a tragic conflict that resulted in a widespread loss of life and
properties, for these two developing countries in the Horn of Africa. The neighboring states,
previously on good terms, were involved in a skirmish at the little- known border town of Badme.
The town lies in an inhospitable area towards the western end of the one thousand -kilometer
border separating the two countries, not far from Sudan. It started with small scale clashes between
Eritrean military and Ethiopian militia in the western part of the Eritrean-Ethiopian boundary near a
town called Badme. It was the Eritrean armed forces consisting of soldiers, tanks and artillery that
attacked the town of Badme as well as other areas in Ethiopia’s Tahtay Adiabo Wereda on 12"
May 1998.Henze (2005: 5)in “Eritrea’s War Against Ethiopia: Causes and Effects, Reflections”
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opines that “the international community, including the United States, Rwanda, the Organization of
African Unity, the United Nations and the European Union attempted to end the hostilities. They
met with little success”. This border struggle escalated into a civil war that claimed as many as
100,000 lives and resulted in over a million people being displaced, which led to a tremendous
increase in refugee population. Refugee populations have grown substantially during recent years
and are estimated to be from 16.7 million in 2013 to 25.9 million in 2019. (Chamie 2016: 35).

The effect of this war is the wanton killing of people living at the border of either Eritrea or
Ethiopia and dumping their bodies at the border of the two neighboring countries as well as
production of refugees who were displaced from their homes. Alem’s mother is killed in Ethiopia
and her remains is dumped at the border. Her husband Mr. Kelo is devastated and writes Alem who
is seeking for an asylum in the United Kingdom as Zephaniah 2017:149 states:

My dearest son,

I am afraid that I have to tell you some very bad news. Remember I told you in my last
letter that darkness is upon the land? Well, my son, please prepare yourself for what I
have to say. This is very bad news, because darkness is now upon our family. After
searching for many weeks, I have just learned that your mother is no longer with us. She
was killed by some very evil people and left near the border.

Please, son, I want you to be strong, now I need you to be strong more than ever, and
your mother would want you to be strong. It is very difficult for me here now, I don’t
feel that I have anything here anymore, so in the next few days I will be leaving here
and joining you. At this time, I think that it is important that we must be together so I am
coming. [ will find you through the Refugee Council and we will be together again.

I long to see you and I promise you, [ will be with you soon, so be strong, be as strong
as your mother, and we will make it through the darkness.

Your loving father.

Moreover, the war between Eritrean and Ethiopia costed a lot of lives. Many children, women and
men were killed. Many people were displaced and put in IDP camps. According to Bezabih (2014.
43)in his article “Fundamental Consequences of the Ethio-Eritrean War 1998-2000”, “the war left
ineffaceable imprints in the minds of the school-children in Méqélld. The inhumane killing of
innocent children in Aydér is still fresh in the minds of many residents and families of the
victims.”.

Because of the economic and political effects of war, millions of men, women and children risk
their lives through high seas in order to reach and settle in another country, preferably developed
countries. These people seek asylum on arriving the countries of their choice, thus becoming
refugees. Wars and armed conflicts have been, and continue to be, a major cause of massive flows
of refugee. People in the context of these conflicts flee for safety, leaving behind one’s property,
homeland, family and friends. Moreover, the primary response to the fear of theft, rape and murder
is flight; people flee and try to shift their assets to safety (Sesay 2004: 61). The intensity and
duration of the conflict determine the production of refugees. A genocide which aims to eradicate a
particular ethnic group or war between borders, will generate more refugees than a war between a
particular faction and government troops.
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Many writers opine that Africa and other developing nations account for a greater percentage of the
global refugees. This is based on the fact that there has been constant conflict and wars going on in
the region. (Ibid: 63) The long duration of these conflicts produces more refugees.

As a result of the war between Ethiopia and Eritrea, Alem’s father decides to take Alem, his son
out of the war zone to United Kingdom. Upon their arrival in England, Alem’s father is asked his
reasons for visiting United Kingdom, he quickly responds that they are on short holidays. At the
airport, Alem and his father take a taxi to the palace hotel which he had already booked. After a
day’s rest, Alem’s father abandons him at a hotel in England with the belief that he will be taken in
as a refugee and leaves a letter behind (Zephaniah 2001: 24):

My dearest son,

You have seen all the trouble that we have been going through back home. What is happening back there

has nothing to do with us but we are stuck in the middle of it. You are the product of two countries,

Ethiopia and Eritrea, and we love them both equally but they are pulling themselves and each other apart.

We hope that it does not go on like this much longer but until the fighting stops and our persecution is

over, your mother and I think that it would be best if you stay in England. Here they have organizations

that will help you, compassionate people who understand why people have to seek refuge from war. We
just cannot afford to risk attack on you; we value your life more than anything.

Your mother and [ will try to use our organization to help bring about peace but if we fail and we see no

hope, then we may be joining you soon. If things get better, you will be joining us soon, but you must

understand that we don’t want to see you suffer any more, and we don’t want you to go through what we
have been through. We shall be writing to you soon, young man. Be strong, learn more English, and
remember to love your neighbors because peace is better than war, wherever you live.

Your loving father.

2. The Cost of Being a Refugee.

The 1951 United Nations Convention in Geneva defines who can be called a refugee, a status that
comes with certain rights- for instance, the right to protection by the receiving state and the right
not to be deported back to where existential threats await. This means a person who owing to a
well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a
particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his(her) nationality. In
addition, to people that flee conditions of general violence such as civil or international wars and
the breakdown of political regimes, are those escaping direct government persecution. All are
considered to be refugees (Salehyan and Gleditch 2006: 344). Not included are those that migrate
for purely economic reasons. Acknowledged is the fact that many factors cause people to leave
their countries of origin. Some of these factors which are known as push factors include
demographic growth, ethnic cleansing, environmental crises, political repression, poverty, war or
other forms of violence.
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Additionally, the Refugee convention has several core principles, the most important being: non-
discrimination, non-penalization, and non-refoulement. Non-refoulement is the generally accepted
norm that a state cannot return an individual who has fled persecution back to a place of harm. One
wonders the reason some people who flee from war are not given the needed protection. In the
novel Refugee Boy, the state adjudicator knows that the war at the border between Ethiopia and
Eritrea is the reason Mr. Kelo and his son are seeking for asylum. He turns their request down
insisting that they should go back to their country saying:

There are millions of Ethiopians and Eritreans who are not affected by the war, and there must be other

families that consists of members from both communities, and all the records show that they are not all

making their way here....I have given this case much consideration, the adjudicator continued, but I’'m

afraid that I must turn down your application for asylum (Zephaniah 2001:225-6)

As the state adjudicator turns down their request, school friends of Alem organize a march in the
city to protest against the decision of the state adjudicator. Miriam who works with the refugee
council gives a speech saying:

I have known Alem since he first came to this country, Miriam continued, and he is one of

the conscientious, hard-working, intelligent people that I’ve ever met, and [’ve met a lot

of people, young and old. He has come through great hardship and he is a great survivor. A

judge has said that he must return to his persecution. A judge who has never sat down and

and talked to Alem about his fears and dreams is sending him back to a nightmare to live

in danger. We must not let that happen. We at the Refugee Council are supporting Alem

and his father because we know what it is like to live in fear of your life. We work everyday

with people who are persecuted because of their political beliefs, their race, their gender

and even their language, and we will never stand aside and watch them suffer. We support

the Kelos and I just want to thank you for supporting them too (Zephaniah 2001:260).

Refugees who are seeking for safety are most of the time given inhumane treatment. They feel
unwanted and are looked upon as parasites to their host communities. Examples of these treatments
are replete in the novel Refugee Boy. Alem’s father whose wife has been killed in the Ethiopian-
Eritrean war seeks an asylum in London and is put in an unkept place reserved for refugees. A
description of the room shows the kind of place given to refugees as (Zephaniah 2001: 208)
narrates:
Alem entered the room and took an instant dislike to the place. The cheap carpet was so worn in places
that the underlay was showing. There were areas of the walls where the wallpaper had peeled off, leaving
patches of damp plaster. The curtains moved as the wind blew outside. Two panes of glass were
completely missing and had been replaced with pieces of cardboard. The only bits of furniture in the
room were a single bed, two hard pink chairs, a small table and a wardrobe. The only luxury was a radio,
almost covering the small table it rested on. Alem was horrified. Father, you can’t live here! I have no
choice, young man. But father, look at it- and it stinks!
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The above description shows the kind of infrastructure that houses refugees in some host countries.
Refugees often live in difficult conditions in their countries of destination and depend often on
humanitarian assistance. Host countries are no longer comfortable with increased numbers of
refugees because of the demand for increased resources to assist the refugees. Saleyan and
Gleditsch 2006: 338 maintain that high influx of refugees can change the ethnic composition of the
host state; exacerbate economic competition; bring with them arms, combatants, and ideologies
which are conducive to violence; and mobilize opposition directed at their country of origin as well
as their host country. Refugees are seen as economic threat, as they compete with locals over scarce
resources such as employment, services, goods and housing. Large refugee inflows can upset the
economic and social equilibrium in host countries, sparking discontent and a feeling of threat (Ibid:
342). Refugee flows spark up discontent among local population towards their government that
allowed access to refugees and stir up “sons of the soil movements” (Ibid:343). In the novel
Refugee boy, as students are chanting solidarity songs for Alem and his father, some natives are sad
and said “Go home! Go and march in your own country” (Zephaniah 2001: 257).

They are perceived as those who want to rip off the economic benefits of their host countries. The
effects of hosting refugees lead to a complex chain of effects which spreads from the asylum
country to the international community. Kibreab 1985 maintains that “Every refugee situation
affects firstly, the refugee him- or herself; secondly, the country of asylum; thirdly, the country of
origin and, finally, the international community”. Refugees especially those in inhospitable camp
conditions may be responsible for the spread of infectious diseases to receiving areas (Salehyan and
Gleditsch 2006: 341).

Some refugees may wish to return to their home country as soon as it becomes safe to do so, but
when it is possible, is uncertain. Such uncertainty hinders the incentives to invest in host country-
specific human capital, such as language or social networks, which inhibits them from integrating
in their host countries.

There is no gainsaying that skilled refugees can bring in positive contribution to their host
countries. If refugees are adequately used, their services can lead to the economic growth and
development of their host countries. Their positive contributions are at first instance not taken into
consideration. This is based on the fact that their economic impacts on host countries are scant for
three reason: a lack of before- and after data to estimate impacts of new and often unexpected
refugee influxes, the complex effects refugees can have on host country economies, and the
infeasibility of an experimental approach to identify refugee impacts (Taylor et.al 2016: 7449). The
economic impacts of refugees depend on the rules governing interactions between refugees and the
host country, the structure of host countries, and the characteristics of refugees. (Ibid: 7450).
Refugees can help the host by working in the farms and assisting in various fields of work
depending on their abilities and educational background. If they are well integrated in their new
society, they will help in the economic development of their host countries. Refugees settlement
should not be isolated from the masses. As long as refugee settlements exist as isolated enclaves,
their impacts on the economic development of the host country will remain limited and the
integration of the refugees into the host society will be hampered (Kibreab:1985). The manner in
which host countries treat refugees determine whether their presence will bring in benefits or loss.
Therefore, the effects of refugees on the host economy depend on the prevailing economic
circumstance of the host country.
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3. Ethical Inquisition of Refugees.

A. The Role of Media:

Refugees have taken a strategic place in news production, political discussions, policy formation,
and public concern around the world in recent years. News media play a major role in the attitude
of formation of the audience with regard to the migration issue.

In most Western nations today, immigration policies and the treatment of immigrants and refugees
are contentious issues involving uncertainty and unease. Most of the policies and questions revolve
around costs and benefits of allowing immigrants to take residence in one’s country and the
obligation of the host countries to provide protection for those seeking asylum. In this regard,
Esseset al.(2013: 519) state: “questions that arise include how many immigrants should be accepted
each year, the extent to which immigrants and refugees present threats to member host nations,
whether claimants are legitimately in need of asylum, and the types of assistance that should be
provided to immigrants and refugees”. Given the fact that little direct information is available to the
public to answer these questions, the media and political elites utilize this opportunity to create a
crisis mentality in which immigrants and refugees are portrayed as “enemies at the gate”, who are
attempting to invade Western nations.

The media plays a great role in framing public policy and discourse about immigrants and
refugees. “Over the course of the past 10 to 15 years, portrayals of immigrants and refugees in
many Western countries have become increasingly negative, with the media focusing on the threats
that immigrants and refugees pose to members of host societies”. (Ibid:520) Many magazines have
reported the perceived negative impression about refugees, with a particular focus on immigrants as
invaders.Such perception of immigrants as invaders creates a negative impression on general public
who see refugees as a threat to their nation. Furthermore,(Cisneros 2008: 575) analysis of
American television indicates that immigrants are represented visually and metaphorically as
dangerous and destructive pollutants that must be controlled in order to prevent contamination. The
media thereby succeeds in the concept of dehumanization of immigrants and refugees. The
refugees are seen as disease-carriers, queue-jumpers who are illegitimately seeking entry into host
nations, and they are further depicted as potential terrorists. These portrayals are contained in
editorial cartoons and in news articles in which the media manipulate information about immigrants
and refugees. The arrival of refugees is literally described as “crisis”. These portrayals are designed
to promote anxiety and panic through the use of metaphors about immigration, in which
immigration is seen as an invasion and as flooding the country while asylum -seekers are described
as bogus, as carriers of threatening diseases, and as potential terrorists. Hier and Greenberg (2002:
139) opine that these types of depictions and the problematization of immigration by the media
may be seen as a response to collective insecurity and uncertainties about citizenship and national
identity “stemming from globalization and ideological realignments associated with the rise of
neoliberalism”.
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Since the populace believe what is transmitted to them through television and radio, the media
takes pleasure in reinforcing one-sided negative portrayal of immigrants because of the public’s
preference for negative news content to sell stories. This leads to their dehumanization.
“Dehumanization is considered as the ultimate form of intolerance of otherness in which
immigrants and refugees are not even permitted entry into the human in group. It also involves the
denial of full humanness to others, and their exclusion from the human species” (Esses et al. 2013:
522). In view of this, Haslam et al. (2008:55) opine that a significant way in which others may be
denied full humanness is in an animalistic sense in which they are seen as not having risen above
their animal origins, that is to say, they are seen as less than human. This dehumanization is further
characterized by a perception that the dehumanized lack certain characteristics such as refinement,
civility, morality, self-control and cognitive sophistication (Ibid: 56).Furthermore, immigrants are
seen as sources and spreaders of infectious diseases which lead to their dehumanization.
Dehumanization leads to feeling of contempt and lack of admiration towards immigrants. Media’s
constant portrayals of immigrants and refugees as threats to members of the host society is the main
cause of their dehumanization.

B. The Role of Religion.

Religion plays an important role in the acceptance of refugees. There is a great tendency to accept
those who share the same faith with the faith of the country. It is likely that Christians will like to
assimilate fellow Christians than refugees from Moslem countries. Immigrants search refuge for
physical safety as well as psychological comfort after the trauma of losing family, language and
homeland community. Churches can also provide opportunities for status recognition and social
mobility that is denied in the broader society.

Refugees are people are in need and should be looked upon as those who deserve compassion and
not be judged by their religious affiliation. In view of this, Pope Francis exhorts countries and
churches to welcome, to protect, to promote and to integrate refugees and migrants.

He says: Welcoming refugees begins by offering them decent and appropriate shelter.

By Protection, we are speaking especially men and women in irregular situations, millions of
asylum seekers and displaced persons; and millions of victims and trafficked persons defending
their inalienable rights, ensuring their fundamental freedoms and respecting their dignity are duties
which compel one and all. In promoting refugees and migrants, the pontiff maintains that
protecting migrants, refugees and displaced persons is not enough. What is required is the
promotion of their integral human development which entails responsibility for the full human
promotion of migrants and their families that begin with their home communities. Integration of
refugees is a two- way process rooted in the mutual recognition of each other’s cultural richness.
(Pope’s message on refugees and migrants 2019).

It is not out of place to state that sometimes people of other religious affiliation cause problems to
the countries that practice a different religion. Sometimes some radical Moslems pose danger to
Christian countries which lead to loss of lives and properties.
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Recommendation and Conclusion: Integration of Refugees into the host societies.

An inflow of a large number of refugees represents a large challenge to any host community
particularly if the host community is a developing country with its limited financial and
administrative capacities. Since the novel Refugee boy discusses international migration,
international communities are enjoined to provide refugees and migrants with basic necessities of
life. They should not be dehumanized.

e [tis a good practice to allow refugees to work and establish business in their host countries.
Economic integration of refugees will in turn boost the economy of their host countries.
Refugees should be assisted to learn the language of their host countries for effective
integration.

o Refugees should have access to public services such as health care and schools. It is
necessary to help refugees live with dignity and develop their own potentials in order to live
like human beings.

e Cultural adaptation which includes the learning of the language is necessary for integration.
Social contacts between migrants and the host society can enable a more casual learning
process. This plays a great role in acquiring language skills. Integration relies mainly on the
level of cultural difference between the host society and the country of origin. As a general
rule, it is assumed that the greater the contrast in language, religion and clothing habits, the
harder the process of integration will be (Esser 2001: 25).

e Since media has added a social value and is used as a means of information for the citizens,
it is expedient that the language they use does not portray refugees as the ‘other’.

e All manners of stereotyping through which refugees are demonized and criminalized should
be avoided. Politicians, media and academics are obliged to provide the language for talking
about immigration and thus set the agenda.

Statistically, an estimated no. of 68 million people (Ibid: 26) has been displaced because of war,
violence, natural disaster and lack of economic opportunities. Pope Francis admonishes these four
words should be used for migrants and refugees: to welcome, to protect, to promote and to
integrate. Politicians exploit the rears of the natives and emphasize the scarcity of resources and
loss of jobs. This ought to be resisted. Host communities and countries can be strengthened when
strangers and refugees are welcomed and integrated.
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