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Abstract

International organizations are key actors in global governance. They set in agenda in the global
governance. The term international organization refers to “an organization established by a treaty
or other instrument governed by international law and possessing its own international legal
personality. International organizations may include as members in addition to states, other
entities”. (United nations, 2011, Art.2). The United Nation as an international organization is
committed to maintaining international peace and security, developing friendly relations among
nations and promoting social progress, better living standards and human rights. This paper
discusses how United Nations came about, and its functions in global governance. It also examines
the principles and structure of the United Nations especially the General Assembly and the Security
Council. Furthermore, it brings out fundamental flaws that causes inefficiency in UN and ends with
recommendations and conclusion.
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1. Introduction

The emergence of the word “global governance” can be traced back to the 1970s when it
became clear that certain problems could no longer be solved by individual state or nation due to
interconnectedness and interdependence of the world. According to Weiss (2013, p.5)“Beginning in
the 1970s, interdependence and rapid technological advances fostered a growing recognition that
certain problems defy solutions by a single state.” Other reasons include the increase in numbers
and importance of non-state actors (NSAs) which comprise civil society and for-profit corporation
and the criticism given to the idea of world government. The problems of industrialization, climate
change and technological advances have shown how interdependent the world is and what happens
in one corner of the world affects the other. This interdependence is known as globalization.
McGrew (1990) opines that globalization is a process through which events, decisions and
activities in one part of the world can come to have a significant consequence for individuals and
communities in quite distant parts of the globe while global governance is portrayed as “efforts to
bring more orderly and reliable responses to social and political issues that go beyond the capacities
of states to address individually” (Dingwerth & Pattberg 2006, 195).
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The need for global governance was realized after the effects of WWIL. It was coined by the
then US president Roosevelt in 1941. The Roosevelt administration remained committed to creating
the foundation of world peace as well as the human right to avert the reoccurrence of the WWIIL.
The chosen instrument was the wartime alliance which Roosevelt named the United Nations.
(Murphy, 2013). The victors of WWII created the United Nations in 1945. Due to collapse in the
global economy during the war which led to total collapse of the stock market, Roosevelt felt the
need to strengthen the finance and trade in the new world order. This led to the creation of Bretton
woods institutions known as International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World bank. There was an
attempt to create International Trade Organization (ITO) which did not come into existence because
of lack of approval by the senate. However, General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade,(GATT)
which was designed to play important role in the new post war economy was birthed in 1947 which
metamorphosed into World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1994. This is how global governance
came about. Therefore, globalization led to global governance.

2. Common Roles played by International Organization in Global Governance.
A. Establishment and perpetuation of norms: The norms are perpetuated through agreement and
policies adopted in UN charter. For example, art. 2 which prohibits the use of force against the
territorial of another state. “All members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat
or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other
manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations” (United Nations, art.2). It is for this
reason that UN security council condemned Russia invasion of Ukraine on March 22" 2022.
B. Development of plans and policies to implement the adopted norms:
This is done by the member states. Once a UN norm is adopted, different organs under UN as well
as committees develop the plans and policies to adopt the norms. It is the member states that
determine the budget of the UN based on the norms agreed upon to guide the UN system plan.
C. Implementation of plans and policies: The plans and policies are implemented by the staff of the
UN, WTO and World Bank. States could be actors that implement the policies.
D. Knowledge Production and dissemination: International organizations produce all kinds of
reports including thematic studies. It is ideas that have been rationalized as policy. International
organizations have tremendous power in knowledge production and dissemination. They channel
opinions based on the kind of knowledge they produce and disseminate.

3. The Functions of the United Nations in Global Governance.

The purpose of the UN according to art.1 “is to maintain international peace and security and to
that end: to take effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the
peace, to develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights
and self- determination of people, to achieve international cooperation in solving international
problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character, and to be a centre for
harmonizing the action of nations in the attainment of these common ends”(Held, 2013 p.15).This
shows the interdependence of the UN with states. “Through centralized coordination and
cooperation, the UN created mechanisms that established mutual accountability between states,
governed by growing and increasingly entrenched principles of international law” (Ibid, 15).
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The UN Charter enshrined state sovereignty. Sovereignty of states is considered a
fundamental principle of international relations. Every state retains the right to exclude the
interference of international organization on national matters. The UN is prohibited in interfering in
the domestic matters of countries except on responsibility to protect (R2P), that is matters based on
doctrine against war crime, genocide or war against humanity. For example, when the atrocity is
committed in a given country and the government cannot protect its own people or the government
in question is the perpetrator. It is only then that the international community will interfere through
the UN Security Council.

Global governance requires that if decisions are to be made at international organizations,
states must agree to give up some part of their sovereignty. If global governance is to work and
adopt policies, states must give up their rights meaning they are conceding their rights to a higher
norm at the global level. States also consent to give up part of their freedom to behave in whichever
manner they please and instead be bound by certain codes of conduct in their international
relations. Moreover, no international organization breathes its own life. All its powers, functions
and privileges are shaped by agreement of states.

The Principles of the United Nations

1. The organization is based on the principle of the sovereign equality of all its members.

2. All members, in order to ensure to all of them the rights and benefits resulting from membership,
shall fulfill in good faith the obligations assumed by them in accordance with the present Charter.

3. All members shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that
international peace and security, and justice are not endangered.

4. All members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other manner inconsistent
with the purposes of the United nations.

5. All members shall give the United Nations every assistance in any action it takes in accordance
with the present Charter, and shall refrain from giving assistance to any state which the United
Nations is taking preventive or enforcement action.

6. The organization shall ensure that states which are not members of the United Nations act in
accordance with these Principles so far as may be necessary for the maintenance of international
peace and security.

7. Nothing contained in the present Charter shall authorize the United Nations to intervene in
matters which are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any state or shall require the
members to submit such matters to settlement under the present Charter, but this principle shall not
prejudice the application of enforcement measures under Chapter VII (UN Documents).
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The Structure of the United Nations.
The six principal organs of the United Nations are the General Assembly, Secretariat, Security
Council, Economic and Social Council, Trusteeship Council and International Court of Justice.
The General Assembly: This is the place where all members of the UN are represented. Every
country has one vote irrespective of size or population. The General Assembly decides the budget
of the UN and equally takes decision on membership of new states in conjunction with the Security
Council as contained in article 4 “which in essence requires countries to be peace-loving states that
accept the obligations that it contains and makes membership conditional upon recommendation of
the Security Council” (Claros, Dahl & Groff 2020, P.98). The General Assembly passes resolutions
and declarations on important issues such as global political issues, human rights, peace and
security, poverty and sustainable development.
Examples of important resolutions /declarations.
2006: Establishment of the Human Rights Council in Geneva.
2010: Creation of UN women, which is responsible for the empowerment

of girls and women.
2010: Creation of a new global strategy for women’s and children’s health.
2013: Condemned the killing in Syria and the use of chemical weapons.
2022: Condemned the Russia invasion of Ukraine.

The General Assembly is not a world parliament. It makes policies and not laws and adopts
declarations which are policy-oriented. This is the main difference between governance at national
level and governance at international level. Its declarations and resolutions are not binding on states
which is one of its fundamental problem as (Claros, Dahl & Groff, 2020, p.89) opine “Another
factor in the marginalization of the General Assembly stems from the nonbinding nature of
Assembly’s resolutions, which by 2018 exceeded 18,000; the vast majority of them with no
tangible operational repercussions on the ground.”

The Security Council: The Security Council is the only UN organ whose decisions are legally
binding on all member states, and which can authorize military action and other measures to
enforce its decisions. It is made up of five permanent members known as the P5 such as France,
China, Russia, United Kingdom and United States of America.

The Security Council is also made up of 10 non-permanent members who are elected for a period
of two years by the General Assembly. On substantive issues, decisions made by the Security
Council need 9 affirmative votes, including concurring affirmative votes of the P5.

The P5 are conferred with veto power which they can use to vote against any resolution. This veto
power is seen as the greatest weakness in the present UN Charter. According to (Claros, Dahl &
Groff, 2020), the greatest weakness in the present UN Charter-with respect to its essential function
to maintain peace and security in the world is the Security Council as currently configures and in
particular the right of veto maintained by the five permanent members.
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The veto power given to the P5 is not a fair representation of today’s global realities. No country
from Africa or Latin America is included. This shows that international organizations are made in
such a way that powers are crystalized to avert any kind of change. Victors of WWII ascribed
power to themselves and made it impossible for the power to be modified. If the Security Council is
to be modified, art.108 amendment to the Charter requires a vote of two-thirds of the members of
the general Assembly, two-thirds of the members of the United Nations including all the permanent
members of the Security Council. This condition makes it impossible for any change to take place.

Fundamental Flaws that causes inefficiency in the United Nations.

The United Nations was founded on the principle of sovereign equality of all its members
but the veto power was granted to 5 states which principally signifies inequality of states. At the
time of the establishment of the UN, the veto was seen by many as undermining the democratic
legitimacy of the organization. Some scholars argued that a system was being created in which the
organization would not be able to deal with problems or conflicts between the major powers or
between a major power and a smaller country (Claros, Dahl & Groff, 2020). Some of the
consequences of the veto power are as follows 1.”a major power can violate every principle and
purpose set forth in the Charter and yet remain a member of the organization by the lawful use of
the veto power granted to it. 2. amendments to the Charter required ratification by the five veto-
wielding powers, a feature that gave them the power to permanently prevent any change or reform
whatsoever. 3. If one of the big five was not party to a dispute, it could prevent even the
investigation of the case by the Security Council” (Claros, Dahl & Groff, 2020, p.57).

Another problem of the UN system is the absence of a coercive legal system, both in the
legislative and judicial spheres, which is able to command and oblige states to comply with its
resolution.

The international court of justice have very little influence. It pronounces its sentence to resolve
disputes between states that have accepted its jurisdiction (Jauregui; 2013). However, it has no
international police force with conferred power to enforce and impose sanctions against violations
of international law. This is left again to the discretion of the Security Council.

There is also the power of budgets. The UN is sponsored by states. The budget dictates the power
each state has in the UN. The budget is based on GDP of a given country. The ten top funders of
UN are United States 22%, China 15.28%, Japan 8.03%, Germany 6.11%, United Kingdom 4.3%,
France 4.31%, Italy 3.18%, South Korea 2.57% and Australia 2.11%(Claros, Dahl & Groft,2020).
United States is the biggest funder of UN. It means that once the UN goes against the interest of
United States, it will simply withdraw its funding which will automatically collapse the system.

Recommendations and Conclusion

The United Nations as an international organization plays an important role in global governance.
However, it is obvious that the principle in which the UN was established in 1945 was
compromised and can no longer cope with the demands of the 21* century. It needs a reform to
bring about equality of states.

The veto power entrusted to permanent members breeds deadlock and is in tension with the
principle of sovereign equality of states as contained in Article 2(1) of the Charter. A new Charter
should be established which will be more inclusive and help in solving global problems.
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The Security Council needs to be reformed since it is the central power in UN. An Executive
Council should be formed in which all governments would have a voice. The paralyzing veto of the
permanent members should be eliminated.

A new UN should be able to enforce global and binding rules irrespective of the status of the state.
In order to maintain peace in the world, a new rule should be promulgated which prohibits the
invasion of state either by powerful states or neighboring state without the permission of the UN.
An independent and inclusive United Nations will be able to live out its purpose of maintaining
peace and security as well as being a rallying point for all nations to find solutions to common
problems in our globalized world.
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